
Stormwater Features at the Richland County 
Decker Center 

 
 
The Decker Center at Richland County was formerly a shopping center that will now house 
Central Magistrate Court, a Sheriff's Department substation, and a large meeting space for 
community events. The following permanent stormwater best management practices (BMPs) 
have also been installed to control quality and quantity of stormwater running off the property.  
 
 

Rain 
Garden 
(800 ft2) 

Environmental 
Benefits 

Justification 

Collects runoff and allows it to 
infiltrate into the soil 

Reduced amount of rain going into the 
stormwater conveyance system and 
practice can be replicated in a 
residential setting  

Rainwater 
Cistern 
(30,000 gal) 

Reduces amount of roof runoff 
and collected water can be used 
to irrigate onsite vegetation 

Large roof area created opportunity to 
capture roof runoff and save money by 
using the captured water for irrigation 
instead of using municipal water 

Permeable 
Pavement 

Reduces volume and flow of 
runoff while allowing the water to 
be filtered before entering the 
stormwater conveyance 

Alternative to detention pond needed 
due to lack of space 

Stormwater 
Quality 
Units 

Trash and debris kept out of the 
waterway 

Site designers wanted to capture 
floatable debris 

 

 



The application of 
these types of BMPs 
has a positive impact 
on water quality and 

can reduce 
downstream flooding 
by controlling runoff 

volume and rate. 

Environmental impacts are increasingly taking a more 
prominent seat at the design table and Richland 
County is taking environmental health into 
consideration. Because each of these features aims 
to mimic natural processes to protect water quality 
they are considered low-impact-development (LID) or 
green infrastructure (GI) practices.  
 

 
Stormwater LID practices are effective and flexible, and can offer 
site design options not afforded by traditional stormwater management infrastructure. With so 
many options available, choosing the appropriate type to install is dependent upon the amount 
of runoff that needs to be captured/treated, the type of property, and the physical layout of the 
site. Maintenance requirements vary with each type of installation. As seen in the Decker Center 
renovations, LID practices can be retrofitted in revitalization projects as well as included in new 
development plans. 
 

Permeable pavement has been shown to reduce the peak 
runoff flow in a parking lot, while bio-infiltration cells reduce 
pollutant loads before runoff is discharged and rainwater 
cisterns reduce the volume of water shed from roofs.  
 
Simply seeing clean water coming from upstream can 
improve a waterfront homeowner’s quality of life. When 
developers and engineers include LID practices in their site 
designs, it can increase property values that can, in turn, 
have a positive economic impact for the community.  
 
 






