
PICK
IT UP!
A Richland County Neighborhood Program  

to Keep Pet Waste Out of Local Waterways

Join the effort to Pick It Up!
To participate in the Pick it Up! 

Program, call Richland County’s 
Stormwater Education and 

Outreach Coordinator    
(803) 576-2491 or 

email williamsc3@rcgov.us

Join our team! 
Stormwater...let’s keep it clean!

For all other stormwater concerns, 
call the Stormwater Hotline 

at (803) 929-6000

Richland County Stormwater 
Management

400 Powell Road 
Columbia, SC 29203

www.rcgov.us



Join Pick It Up!  

Pick it Up! is a program designed by Richland County’s Stormwater 
Management Division to encourage pet owners to pick up their pets’ 
waste. The program provides neighborhood association groups free pet 
waste stations* in exchange for pledging to perform specific activities.

To join the program, each neighborhood must pledge to:
	 •		Install	the	pet	waste	station
	 •		Properly	maintain	the	pet	waste	station
	 •		Inform	residents	of	the	presence	of	the	pet	waste	station
	 •		Recruit	10	residents	to	sign	a	Pick	it	Up!	pledge	form
	 •		Designate	community	members	to	encourage	others	to	participate	
	 •		Distribute	Pick	It	Up!	fliers	in	the	neighborhood

Each neighborhood that joins the program will receive:
	 •		One	pet	waste	station	(sign,	bag	dispenser,	starter	roll	of	bags,	
  post and installation hardware) 
	 •		Promotional	material	for	the	program
	 •		Posters
	 •		Leash	bag	dispensers	for	residents	who	sign	the	pledge
	 •		Recognition	on	the	Richland	County	Stormwater	Management	
  website and Facebook page

*  Richland County will only provide the pet waste station. Any 
 construction and/or additional maintenance is the responsibility 
 of the participating neighborhood. 

You can help 
keep stormwater 
clean in your 
community.

What’s the harm in leaving my pet’s waste on the ground? 
When	it	rains,	anything	on	the	ground	is	washed	into	our	local	waterways	
— and that includes pet waste. Pet waste increases the amount of 
nutrients	in	waterways.	That	sounds	like	a	good	thing,	but	extra	nutrients	
means	extra	plant	growth,	and	when	those	plants	die	it	causes	oxygen	to	
be removed from the water. No oxygen means no fish! 

How does leaving pet waste on the ground affect humans?
Pet waste has three times more bacteria in it than human waste. 
These bacteria can cause diseases in humans and animals including 
campylobacteriosis	(which	causes	diarrhea),	cryptosporidium	(a	parasite	
carried	by	dogs,	cats	and	calves),	and	toxocariasis	(roundworms	
transmitted from dogs to humans). 

How does Richland County know leaving pet waste on the ground is 
a problem? The County’s Water Quality Monitoring program has found 
high levels of fecal coliform in several local creeks. And fecal coliform is 
an indication that the water is contaminated with fecal material.

Is it OK if I leave my pet’s waste on the grass? 
No.	Pet	waste	breaks	down	very	slowly.	Even	if	it	is	in	grass,	there	is	still	
an opportunity for some of it to wash away when it rains.

I’m just one person. What difference does it make if I don’t pick up 
my pet’s waste? The average dog defecates about three-fourth pounds 
of	feces	every	day.	If	no	one	picked	up	their	pet’s	waste,	imagine	how	
much	would	pile	up	in	a	month.	Imagine	all	of	that	washing	into	our	rivers.	
But you can help! Pick up your pet’s waste and dispose of it in the trash 
or	toilet.	To	be	extra	green,	use	biodegradable	bags	or	install	a	pet	waste	
septic system. 

Is it a crime to not pick up my pet’s waste?  Yes. Richland County law 
prohibits anyone from maintaining animals in an environment that
is unsanitary and creates offensive odors or presents a danger to public 
health. The law also requires pet owners to remove waste deposited by 
their pets on public and private property that does not belong to 
the pet owners. Violations of the these law can result in a maximum
fine	of	$1,092.50.


